STRIKE KICKBOXING
Transport, Drop-Off & Collection Policy
Child and Young Person Safeguarding
Policy status: Parent/Carer Policy

Review: Annually, or sooner if guidance, circumstances or club arrangements change.
KEY POINTS FOR PARENTS & CARERS
	• Children under 12 should be collected from the club by a parent, carer or other adult authorised by the parent/carer. Strike Kickboxing does not recommend independent travel home for children under 12.

	• From age 12, a child may leave independently only where the parent/carer has given clear written permission to Strike Kickboxing. The club will not assume that being 12 or older automatically means independent travel is permitted.

	• Parents/carers remain responsible for deciding whether independent travel is appropriate for their child, taking account of maturity, route, traffic, weather, distance and any additional needs.

	• Children must not wait outside the venue alone for a parent/carer. If a collection is delayed, the child will remain with the designated club staff member. Drop for a session in 10 minutes before the start time and collection at the published finish time.

	• Only a parent/carer or person authorised by the parent/carer should collect a child. If someone different is collecting, parents/carers should notify the club in advance wherever possible.

	• If a parent/carer is unexpectedly delayed, they should contact Strike Kickboxing as soon as possible on 07730 475348

	• Strike Kickboxing staff will not routinely transport children in private vehicles. Any exceptional transport arrangement must be agreed in advance and meet appropriate safeguarding, insurance and safety requirements.



1. Purpose
The purpose of this policy is to help ensure that children and young people attending Strike Kickboxing arrive safely, remain appropriately supervised while attending sessions, and leave the club safely at the end of training. It sets out clear expectations for parents, carers, children and club staff regarding drop-off, collection, independent travel, late collection and transport.
2. Scope
This policy applies to all children and young people attending Strike Kickboxing sessions, together with parents, carers, authorised collectors, instructors, volunteers and any other adults involved in the operation of the club.
3. Drop-Off Arrangements
Parents/carers should ensure that children arrive at the agreed session start time and are safely handed over to the club where required.
Parents/carers should not drop children off significantly before the advertised session time unless this has been specifically agreed with Strike Kickboxing.
Parents/carers should tell the club about any relevant change in circumstances that may affect safe collection or travel arrangements.
Children should enter the training area/venue promptly and should not be left unsupervised in car parks, outside the venue or in other areas not supervised by Strike Kickboxing.
4. Collection of Children Under 12
Strike Kickboxing recommends that all children under the age of 12 are collected from the session by a parent, carer or other adult authorised by the parent/carer. Children under 12 should not leave a Strike Kickboxing session independently to walk, cycle or use public transport without an adult.
This is a Strike Kickboxing safeguarding policy and recommendation rather than a statement that UK law prohibits a child under 12 from walking home independently. Parents/carers remain responsible for making appropriate decisions about their child.
5. Independent Travel – Age 12 and Over
Age 12 is Strike Kickboxing's minimum recommended age for independent departure from a session. Being aged 12 or over does not, by itself, mean that a child will automatically be permitted to leave alone.
Written permission from the parent/carer should be provided before the child is permitted to leave independently.
The parent/carer should confirm that they consider the arrangement appropriate for the child's age, maturity and circumstances.
The club may ask for permission to be renewed if circumstances change or if there is uncertainty about the agreed arrangement.
Where there is a safeguarding concern, staff may delay a child's departure and contact the parent/carer or the club's safeguarding lead.
6. Authorised Collectors
Parents/carers should identify the adults who are authorised to collect their child.
Where another person is collecting a child, the parent/carer should notify the club in advance wherever possible.
Staff may ask for the person's name and, where necessary, reasonable identification before releasing a child.
A child will not normally be released to an adult who is unknown to the club where the parent/carer has not provided authorisation.
If there is uncertainty about collection arrangements, the child will remain with the designated staff member while the parent/carer is contacted.
7. Late Collection
Parents/carers are expected to collect children promptly at the end of the session. Strike Kickboxing understands that genuine emergencies and unexpected delays can occur.
Parents/carers should contact Strike Kickboxing as soon as they know they will be late.
The child will remain inside the venue or in another appropriate supervised location with the designated club staff member.
Staff should not leave a child alone or send them outside to wait for a parent/carer.
If a parent/carer cannot be contacted or repeated late collections occur, the club may follow its safeguarding escalation procedure and, where necessary, seek advice from the appropriate safeguarding authority.
8. Transport by Strike Kickboxing Staff
Strike Kickboxing does not routinely provide transport for children to or from training. Instructors and volunteers should not routinely offer lifts to individual children in private vehicles.
If organised club transport is introduced in the future, Strike Kickboxing will establish a separate transport procedure covering driver suitability, appropriate insurance, vehicle safety, seat belts/child restraints where applicable, supervision, emergency contacts, consent and safeguarding.
9. Transport Arranged by Parents/Carers
Parents/carers are responsible for making their own arrangements for transporting their children to and from the club.
Where parents arrange lifts or car-sharing with another family, responsibility for that arrangement remains with the parents/carers involved.
Parents should ensure that any person driving their child is appropriately licensed, insured and using a safe and suitable vehicle.
10. Emergencies and Unexpected Changes
If a parent/carer cannot collect a child as planned, they should contact Strike Kickboxing and provide clear instructions about the revised collection arrangement. If another adult is collecting, the club should be told who that person is.
Where staff believe a child may be at risk, cannot establish safe collection arrangements, or have concerns about an adult collecting a child, the club may delay release and follow its safeguarding/child protection procedures.
11. Children with Additional Needs
Strike Kickboxing recognises that age alone does not determine whether independent travel is suitable. Parents/carers should discuss any additional supervision, communication, mobility or safety needs that could affect collection or travel arrangements. Individual arrangements may be agreed where appropriate and safe.
12. Responsibilities
	Role
	Responsibility

	Parents/Carers
	Provide accurate emergency and collection information; collect children promptly; notify the club of changes; provide written permission for independent travel where applicable.

	Children/Young People
	Follow reasonable instructions, remain in the agreed area until permitted to leave, and tell an instructor if they are unsure about their collection arrangements.

	Instructors/Volunteers
	Follow this policy, maintain appropriate supervision, challenge unclear collection arrangements, record/report concerns and follow safeguarding procedures.

	Designated Safeguarding Lead
	Provide advice on safeguarding concerns, oversee implementation of the policy and review arrangements when necessary.


13. Safeguarding Concerns
Any concern about a child's safety, an inappropriate collection arrangement, an unknown person attempting to collect a child, or a child being placed at risk should be treated seriously and dealt with in accordance with Strike Kickboxing's Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy. Immediate danger should be dealt with through the appropriate emergency services.
14. Parent/Carer Agreement
By allowing a child to attend Strike Kickboxing, parents/carers are expected to understand and follow this policy. Parents/carers should tell Strike Kickboxing promptly if collection or independent travel arrangements change.

Parent/Carer name: ______________________________________________
Child's name: ____________________________________________________
I confirm that I have read and understood the Strike Kickboxing Transport, Drop-Off & Collection Policy.

Signature: ____________________________________    Date: __________________
15. Policy Review
This policy should be reviewed at least annually and sooner where there are changes to legislation, safeguarding guidance, club arrangements, venue arrangements or identified risks.
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